
HUMAN RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS URGE THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC  
TO RESPECT & PROTECT THE IASHR 

 
Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, May 29, 2019 - The undersigned organizations express our concern 
regarding the State’s rejection of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights’ recent resolution with respect 
to the Dominican Republic, in which the Court reiterated its jurisdiction to hear cases against that State. 
The Inter-American Court determined that the Dominican Constitutional Tribunal decision TC-256-14, 
which, according to the State, would prevent the Court from making any ruling concerning the country, is 
invalid under international law.  
 
On April 26, the Dominican State affirmed in a press conference that it will continue not to recognize the 
jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court on the basis of the TC-256-14 decision, despite the Court’s recent 
resolution. The current president of the Dominican Constitutional Tribunal and the former president of the 
Republic, Leonel Fernández, have made similar statements. It bears noting that in 1999, President 
Fernández himself formally accepted the jurisdiction of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights on behalf 
of the Dominican State. In addition, while different political actors have spoken out against the Court’s 
resolution, prominent legal experts have supported its conclusion, asserting that the Inter-American Court 
maintains its jurisdiction and that, constitutionally, its decisions are as binding as those of the Constitutional 
Tribunal.  
 
As human rights organizations, we are concerned about the position expressed by representatives of the 
Dominican State, as it forms part of an effort by the State to limit access to justice for all people living in the 
Dominican Republic. It is important to point out that there are currently more than 86 cases of human rights 
violations with respect to the Dominican Republic before the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
(IACHR), which deal with issues such as women's rights, political participation, the rights of persons 
deprived of their liberty, due process, and the right to an effective remedy before the law, among others, 
which could eventually be decided by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. Given the Dominican 
State’s position, these victims may see their possibilities of justice and reparation seriously affected. 
 
Over the years, both the IACHR and the Inter-American Court have been essential pillars for the defense 
and protection of human rights throughout the continent, and have contributed significantly to the 
advancement of human rights in our countries. Thus, for example, the organs of the Inter-American human 
rights system (IAHRS) have developed international human rights standards in the fight against corruption 
in countries such as Guatemala and Honduras, which have contributed to initiatives such as the 
International Commission Against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG) or the Mission to Support the Fight 
Against Corruption and Impunity in Honduras (MACCIH). Likewise, they have been fundamental in the 
defense and guarantee of the rights of diverse groups such as LGBTI persons, persons deprived of their 
liberty, Afro-descendants and indigenous people, children, adolescents, people with disabilities, human 
rights defenders, and migrants, among many others. 
 
It should be noted that, beyond the great uncertainty for the victims who already have received judgments 
in their favor, the position of the Dominican State with respect to the competence of the Inter-American 
Court limits the possibilities of all persons residing in Dominican territory to obtain redress for violations of 
their human rights in the absence of a solution at the national level. For them, the IAHRS may be the last 
hope of finding justice, truth and redress. 
 
For all the above reasons, the signatory organizations, all of which work in the defense of human rights, 
urge the Dominican Republic to recognize its international obligations, legal certainty, and avoid limiting the 
guarantees of protection.  

 
Amnesty International  

Caribbean Vulnerable Communities  

Centro Cultural Dominico-Haitiano (CCHH) 

Centro de Estudios de Género (CEG INTEC) 

Centro de Orientación Masculina 

Center for Justice and International Law (CEJIL) 

http://www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/supervisiones/yean_12_03_19.pdf
https://www.tribunalconstitucional.gob.do/content/sentencia-tc025614
http://hoy.com.do/tribunal-constitucional-responde-a-corte-interamericana-ningun-organismo-puede-solicitar-que-viole-la-constitucion/
http://hoy.com.do/leonel-fernandez-resolucion-de-la-corteidh-es-un-nuevo-atropello-a-la-soberania-nacional-y-un-absurdo-juridico/
http://hoy.com.do/leonel-fernandez-resolucion-de-la-corteidh-es-un-nuevo-atropello-a-la-soberania-nacional-y-un-absurdo-juridico/
https://www.diariolibre.com/opinion/en-directo/la-competencia-de-la-corte-interamericana-AF12711908
https://www.diariolibre.com/opinion/en-directo/la-competencia-de-la-corte-interamericana-AF12711908
http://hoy.com.do/el-precedente-interamericano-vinculante/
http://hoy.com.do/el-precedente-interamericano-vinculante/
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/docs/annual/2018/docs/IA2018cap.2-en.pdf
http://www.oas.org/en/iachr/docs/annual/2018/docs/IA2018cap.2-en.pdf


Colectiva Mujer y Salud INC. (CMS) 

Comisión Nacional de los Derechos Humanos  

Comité de América Latina y El Caribe para la Defensa de los Derechos de la Mujer - República Dominicana (CLADEM-

RD)  

Comunidad de Lesbianas Inclusivas Dominicanas (COLESDOM) 

Coordinadora Lésbica y de Hombres Trans (COLEHT) 

Diáspora Venezolana en República Dominicana (DIASPOVERD) 

Diversidad Dominicana (DIVERDOM) 

Foro Feminista  

Foro Feminista Magaly Pineda 

Fundación Comunidad Esperanza y Justicia Internacional (FUNCEJI) 

Fundación Sigue Mis Pasos - FSMP 

Instituto Caribeño de Derechos Humanos (ICADH) 

International Institute on Race, Equality and Human Rights 

JovenGO, El Salvador 

Mesa Humanitaria del Meta Colombia 

Movimiento de Mujeres Dominico Haitiana (MUDHA) 

Movimiento socio cultural para los trabajadores haitianos, inc 

Mujeres Sociopolíticas Mamá Tingó 

Núcleo de Apoyo a la Mujer, NAM 

Observatorio de Derechos Humanos de Personas Trans-ODHPT 

Observatorio Derechos Humanos Grupos Vulnerabilizados 

Oxfam 

Patio Común 

Proactividad Para La Cooperación y el Desarrollo Social  

Reconoci.do 

Red de Defensoría de Derechos Humanos de Mujeres y Jóvenes  

Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights (RFK) 

Santa Clara University - International Human Rights Clinic 

Sumando voluntarios 

Trans Unidas Dominicanas  

TRANSSA-Trans Siempre Amigas Inc. 

Union GTH Vegana Inc 

Women's Link Worldwide  

Yildalina Tatem Brache 

Yspaniola  

Eddy Tejeda 

Fidelina de la Rosa Hidalgo 

Lorena Espinoza Peña 

María Bizenny Martínez 

Paola Pelletier, LLM 

 

 


